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MXI 


“How did you save that...?” 

This was the question posed to Tony Cairoli on hiajP 
high-profile visit to Mugello two weeks ago by several 
of MotoGP’s stars. The road racers (Dovizioso, Rossi, 
Hayden) were 9v»ndering how the six-time world cham¬ 
pion managed to escape this over-extended wN-p in Bra¬ 
zil (caused by hitting a stone on the jump take-off),and 
Cairoli was at a loss to answer, Talent goes a long wdy 







MotoGP 


Honda heroes... 

A couple of generations and a record that spanned 
31 years split two of the most exciting natural talents 
seen in the premier class of motorcycle Grand Prix 
racing. Freddie Spencer and Marc Marquez met up at 
an Alpinestars event in Bordeaux earlier this week... 
look further into the magazine for more reaction 

Photo by Alpinestars 
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G rand Prix might have taken an extended 
break and stretched back into Europe but 
the raucous atmosphere witnessed in Brazil 
continued with a boisterous bumper crowd 
at Ernee for round eight of seventeen. The 
French, British and Brazilians can normally be 
relied on for generating the volume, excitement 
and sense of carnival that feverish support for 
local riders creates at this level and Ernee was 
no exception. Let’s face it, the French have had 
plenty to cheer about since the start of the 
century and their filter of young talent doesn’t 
show many signs of slowing. 

The results sheets will uphold that Ernee 
welcomed the fifth win of the season for Tony 
Cairoli and the eighth perfect run for KTM 
team-mate Jeffrey Herlings (thus the fifth 
time the duo have headed the classifications, 
almost a third of the entire calendar). It was 
heavily ironic though that one of the oldest and 
old-fashioned racing layouts on the schedule 
- that drew complaints by the dozen for the 
lack of traction, ridiculous over-watering and 
high element of risk with the rutty take-offs on 
Saturday - actually produced some of the best 
racing seen yet in 2013. 

The first moto of MX1 was the highlight, for 
neutrals as much as it was for fans of Gau¬ 
tier Paulin, Tommy Searle and Jeremy Van 
Horebeek. All three Kawasaki riders enjoyed 
their own private duels. Searle’s might have 
only been for seventh place with Honda’s Max 
Nagl but the close proximity of the duo, the 
position-swapping and unpredictability of the 
spat was riveting viewing all the way through 
the second half of the distance. Another MX1 
rookie, Van Horebeek, was taunted by Ken De 
Dycker with the most theatrical of block-pass¬ 
es but gained revenge for fourth place in the 
closing laps. And then there was Paulin. 

The undoubted star of the show and much 
more a viable contender for Cairoli’s crown 
and currently sharper and more potent than 
Suzuki’s Clement Desalle (a lonely third over¬ 
all). The tall Frenchman conjured the biggest 
cheer I’ve heard at a Grand Prix when he man¬ 
aged the rare feat of catching and passing Cai¬ 
roli to win Motol (the gauntlet has been thrown 





PLAY 


The daunting step-down at Ernee and one of 
several rutty sections that drew the riders’ 
ire. This is where Herlings got it all wrong on 
Saturday. Click the icon to see the clip 












Cairoli continues to rack-up the starts and this 
was one of his main strengths at Ernee. Getting 
out of the gate was half the race. The Sicilian 
has a curious technique in the gate. While 
most of the riders will look down andi begin to 
anticipate the drop when the 5 second board 
is shown, the world champion will wait a little 
longer and then just glance at his front wheel 
and go. It looks like a well-versed system and 
certainly has its results 



PLAY 



to the Brits for their support of Searle at Matter- 
ley Basin). A crashing Nagl in the first corner of 
the second moto held-up Paulin and prevented 
a re-run for the chequered flag. Cairoli was free 
as the track was sketchy but not as disastrous as 
riders were making-out. Some commented that 
the surface was more manageable in the cooler 
and cloudier conditions on Sunday. 

Cairoli had remarked to OTOR on Saturday 
evening that the layout was so tight that it was 
almost necessary to hit someone to overtake. 

He must have felt like making contact with 
backmarker Matiss Karro after being baulked in 
his chase of Paulin in the first moto and waved 
angrily at the Estonian. 

A rider busted and bruised was Herlings (click 
on the icon to see his graphic Saturday crash 
while leading the MX2 qualification heat). A 
painful ass, leg and ankle, not to mention a 
colour around his eye that made him look like a 
character from the TV series True Blood’ meant 
the world champion was struggling. A weakened 
state allowed Dylan Ferrandis to keep the KTM 
rider in close range and warmed the crowd’s 
vocal chords for the MX1 treat that was to come. 
Ferrandis’ starts were key to his second career 
podium result and Christophe Charlier also 
toasted the same achievement after a powerful 
and bustling ride in the second moto. But at the 
front Herlings was undeniable. “I think my box of 
luck is pretty much empty now,” the Dutchman 
said now leading team-mate Jordi Tixier - who 
crashed out of the lead briefly in the second 
moto while dicing with the rapid Jake Nicholls - 
by 90 points in the standings (almost two rounds 
with nine remaining). “I'll have to stay calm for 
a while. What happened in Valkenswaard was 
unlucky and here also. I was just thrown in the 
air and was almost counting “2...1...bump” until 
I went down. It wasn’t nice but I proved I am the 
strongest and the fastest and now I just have to 
stay out of trouble.” 

Cairoli has a similar margin in MX1; 56 over 
Paulin as he faces a busy week in the run-up 
to Maggiora and what is bound to be the third 
memorable Grand Prix on the bounce thanks to 
those heavy elements of nostalgia and expecta¬ 
tion. 



The winding path of Ernee (below) meant it 
was hard for passing. Herlings (right) hurtin; 
but looking cool in 2014 Alpinestars gear JS 


After a slow start to his rookie IVIXl season 
Van Horebeek is beginning to impress and has 
posted results of 5-6-5-8-4-6 in the last three 
Grands Prix. 






MXGPFRANCE 












MXGPFRANCE 


Paulin starts to make his move. GP21 - using a new 
helmet design through a competition on his Facebook 
page - demotes his factory Kawasaki team-mate 






A heavy landing for Ferris over the long 
triple at the bottom of the hill. Despite 
Pole Position and a second moto holeshot 
sixth place would be his best on the day. 
The factory Yamaha expired while he was 
mid-top ten in the first moto 







PFRANCE 


Cairoli warms iTp for a busy weekencn 
in Maggiora with his many French 
fans. 222 is apparently the subject of 
a week-long GoPro documentary in th 
jDuild-up to his home Grand Prix _a 


Factory Honda star Evgeny Bobryshev is 
still on the comeback trail to fitness with his 
broken right leg. According to the Russian 
he needs a couple of weeks to get back to 
normal. The slippery Ernee terrain did not 
help 1 11T in the right hand turns 
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After two weeks in the USA Ernee was a bump 
back to Grand Prix reality for Clement Desalle 
and the Belgian was burning with frustration 
on Saturday afternoon. The Suzuki man was 
lively out of the gate on Sunday but had 
nothing for Paulin or Cairoli in France. As the 
championship runs on Clement needs to step- 
up the aggression to be in contention for the 
2013 crown. Meanwhile team principal Sylvain 
Geboers (right) was one of several factory 
representatives meeting in the paddock to 
consider Youthstream’s latest proposals for 2014 




MXGP FRANCE 



Tommy Searle was again one of the main attractions 
in terms of entertainment. The Brit engaged in a 
fantastic fight with Max Nagl in the first moto and 
then cut into the top three for the first time in the 
second. Definitely one to watch from here on in. 









Flying Philippaerts. After two years dogged by three 
wrist breaks DP is finally starting to look like his 
old self. A decent sixth place in the first moto was 
scuppered by a tangle on the first lap of the second 
a damaged radiator. A big weekend at Maggiora lies 
ahead as Philippaerts lives close to the circuit 













CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MX1 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

2 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Kawasaki 

3 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki 

4 

Tommy Searle, GBR 

Kawasaki 

5 

Jeremy Van Horebeek, BEL 

Kawasaki 


MXl WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 8 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tony Cairoli 

377 

2 

Gautier Paulin 

321 

3 

Clement Desalle 

309 

4 

Ken De Dycker 

277 

5 

Kevin Strijbos 

243 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

2 

Dylan Ferrandis, FRA 

Kawasaki 

3 

Christophe Charlier, FRA 

Yamaha 

4 

Alex Tonkov, RUS 

Honda 

5 

Jake Nicholls, GBR 

KTM 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 8 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings 

397 

2 

Jordi Tixier 

287 

3 

Jose Butron 

247 

4 

Glen Coldenhoff 

237 

5 

Christophe Charlier 

230 










































The kitted KTM of Jake Nicholls heads the works machine 
of Jordi Tixier. Nicholls led the second MX2 moto twice 
before Herlings came through. Christophe Charlier (below 
right, 23) gained his first trophy of the year while Glen 
Coldenhoff (below left) rued a costly crash 














Red Bull KTM’s Italian factory rider Tony Cairoli takes his third consecutive 
MX1 World Championship title for KTM. The six-times Motocross Champion has won 
around half of all the races in 2012 on his KTM 350 SX-F and has taken more than 80 
percent of the available points - GRANDE TONY! 


READY TO RACE 
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LET E 

By Adam Wheeler 



I took part in Steve Matthes PulpMX podcast for 
seminal motocross website www.racerxonline. 
com last week and he deservedly lambasted the 
recent lack of entries in the premier MX1 class 
(Bulgaria), and I struggled to find some sort of 
justification. 

As a barometer of the health of the FIM Moto¬ 
cross World Championship it initially does not 
make for comfortable viewing. There was a time 
when the hint of a Grand Prix point would make 
the young or aspiring racer give his absolute ‘all’ 
and would cap a memorable weekend for those 
attempting to show their mettle. To score was 
seen as an achievement. 

Understandably I have seen many comments of 
people concerned/angry/disappointed with the 
state of play. In some people’s eyes a full forty- 
rider gate is what motocross is all about. For 
others they couldn’t really care, and point to the 
drawbacks that include a division between speed 
and skill and subsequent safety matters. For 
Youthstream and their attempts to present the 
sport in more of an entertainment framework the 
battle for 26th position is neither here-nor-there 
(honestly, would sponsors, brands or even you at 
the track notice either?). 

I tried to explain to Steve that the sight of twenty 
riders on the line is simply an indication of how 
the series is evolving. Those that have followed 
motocross for decades will have to grudgingly go 
along with it, if they still want to. 

The powers-that-be would rather have 20 of 
the best riders on the Grand Prix scene in MX1 
(that can handle the allegedly difficult 450cc 
four-strokes) than 40 which would include a 
percentage rolling up in a van and unlikely to be 
present the following week when the whole show 
transfers to Brazil or Australia. This then leads 
to another topic where Grand Prix has simply 
become an activity that is too expensive to be 
the open net that it once was. Riders contest 
the world championship now in the interests of 
career advancement, for using the exposure that 



it might present and for a personal challenge of 
facing the best. It is not a source of self-generat¬ 
ing income any more and hasn’t been for nearly 
a decade. Getting paid (and well) is a big and 
important deal, but the motivations listed above 
are also a crucial part of why they risk so much 
and have ultimately chosen this route of being a 
professional athlete. 

It feels like everything is getting tighter and more 
pressurised, with a decreasing amount of room 
for error in Grand Prix. Everyone is conscious of 
the money they are investing into racing and the 
need to deliver in terms of results, progress and 
publicity is arguably greater than it has been. To 
inhabit a factory saddle in 2013-2014 means a 
rider needs to be at his peak. The case of Steven 
Frossard - MX1 runner-up in 2011 and victim of 
three injuries since - proves how quickly a ca¬ 
reer can reverse from ‘next big thing’ to ‘starting 
over again’. 

We are already in a position where the facto¬ 
ries are having a more crucial role in the extent 
they can support teams (as well as augment 
their own) and put bikes in the GP paddock, 
and that is why their views have to be carefully 
considered at the crux meeting in Geneva next 
week. Everyone knows the quick fix for adding 
numbers to Grand Prix, but that’s not the phi¬ 
losophy of the championship at the moment 
where European feeder series’ are being heavily 
incorporated into the FIM structure. Like MotoGP, 
a culture is being crafted of developing poten¬ 
tial Grand Prix riders from ‘within’ (European 
junior championships and the worldwide MX 
Academy). How the sport will work for 2014 will 
soon be decided and - rightly or wrongly - ex¬ 
pect a refined shape of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship to further take it in a direction for 
the future, with the chief goal of reaching more 
eyeballs and gaining more fans. There is a whole 
‘drive forward’ rather than ‘linger back’ approach 
and - depending on your viewpoint - just don’t 
look along the line. 




















AM A-MX HIGH POINT RACEWAY 

,,,A MT MORRIS, PENNSYLVANIA ■ JUNE 8th ■ Rn 

450 winner: Ryan Villopoto, Kawasaki 
250 winner: Marvin Musquin, KTM 
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^Villopoto looks across to gauge the latest threat, while 
* there are pretenders there are not many in the way of 
genuine players. Does a fifth MX title beckon? 







AMA HIGH POINT 



R ound four is in the books here in the AMA 
nationals; eight events to go and the rid¬ 
ers and teams are enjoying the first of three 
breaks this weekend. The racing has been in¬ 
tense no doubt about it and the tracks have all 
been pretty good. Perhaps the biggest obstacle 
for the teams this season has been the live TV 
motos at two out of the four races this year, 
which reduces the time to recover and prepare 
the bike. More than anything that’s been the 
main problem for everyone as the weather has 
yet to hit us that bad. 



Whether there are live motos and little down¬ 
time or you hold the race stretched out over 
a week, there’s no doubt that Monster Energy 
Kawasaki’s Ryan Villopoto will win it for sure. 
Seven out of eight moto wins this year and a 
16-point lead in the 450MX class speaks vol¬ 
umes. Red Bull KTM’s Ryan Dungey, while not 
on the level of Villopoto, is better than every 
other rider in the class and his strategy at 
this point has to be to wait-out Villopoto and 
perhaps pressure him into a crash. It’s all he 
really can do at this point and to be fair, Vil¬ 
lopoto has had his moments out there on the 
track. It’s a bleak plan of attack but for Dungey, 
it’s the only one. 


Honda Muscle Milk’s Justin Barcia and Trey 
Canard have been very good with Barcia 
holeshotting a ton and leading laps but he 
just comes up a bit short at the end. Canard 
is hot and cold like most this year, when the 
starts come he can run the pace and when 
they don’t, he can’t. It’s crazy to think about a 
35-minute race coming down to the first five 
seconds but it’s exactly that for racers not 
named Villopoto or Dungey. More than a few 
vets have expressed to me how deep the field 
is and how it’s so hard to work your way up 
from a bad start. It’s not uncommon for eight 
riders to be in the same second for many laps 
in a row like they were this past weekend. So 
unless you have the #1 or #2 on your bike, it’s 
going to be a long summer. 




In the 250MX class it’s really boiling down to 
whether or not GEICO Honda’s Eli Tomac can 
pull a start. When he can, he’s won but when he 
can’t, he has to fight through the pack. His team 
manager Mike Larocco (himself not a good start¬ 
er in his almost 20-year pro career) lamented 
after the races that Eli puts himself in a spot on 
the gate where it’s a boom-or-bust proposition 
and Mike would like Tomac to be a bit smarter 
to give himself a chance if he doesn’t get out of 
the gate quick enough. Tomac’s starts have left 
him withering a bit out there as the Euros have 
proven to be quick studies. 

Yeah, that’s right. The Euros! Red Bull KTM 
teammates Marvin Musquin and Kenny Roczen 
swapped firsts and seconds at High Point with 
Marvin taking the overall win from the points 
leader. Musquin now becomes the first multi¬ 
race winner in the series and who would’ve 
thought that? 

Musquin had one national victory here in Amer¬ 
ica last summer (with a 2-2 score) and when he 
triumphed last weekend with a 2-2 score it was 
thought that this is the way the two-time World 
Champion would have to win: be consistent and 
hope for some carnage from the real ‘fast’ guys. 
But this past weekend at High Point, Marvin was 
right there. He held off Roczen’s charge in the 
second moto and showed that perhaps he really, 
really can win this title. It was a very impressive 
day for the friendly Frenchman in both motos as 
he also fended off a hard-charging Tomac. Mus¬ 
quin has suddenly vaulted himself right into this 
title hunt. 

GEICO Honda’s Zach Osborne has been incon¬ 
sistent. He’s made some mistakes that have 
held him back from being a regular contender. 
Through four motos his first outings have been 
9-6-6-10 while his second motos have been 5-2- 
5-3. Clearly Osborne needs to figure out those 
first moto problems before he gets swallowed up 
by the leaders. Zach is pretty happy in that when 
he raced the GP’s he couldn’t really battle with 
Roczen and Musquin but over here he’s raced 
and beaten both riders. It’s the small things 
right? 



AMA HIGH POINT 


Musquin finds the groove. A first AMA MX win came last 
year in what was his second season. Now into his third 
AMA term and fifth year with KTM the Frenchman is still 
making forward progress. He is only 23 years old 








Fantastic picture of the former GP winners. From 
left to right: Zach Osborne, Marvin Musquin and Ken 
Roczen; all three in the final top four at High Point 







Defending champion Blake Baggett started off 
very good at Hangtown and it was thought that 
he’d just get better as the series went on but 



the opposite has happened. Bagget’s been OK 
but he hasn’t been able to put on his standard 
late-race charges that we saw last year. After 
four races he’s almost a full race behind Roc- 
zen in the points. 


And yes, Roczen, the German hasn’t convinced 
watchers that he’s fully over his late race fades 
from the 2012 summer as we haven’t seen any 
typical hot weather yet but there’s no doubt 
he’s much better than he was last year. Five 
moto wins out of eight and a nice lead of 15 
points over Tomac already has the kid well 
positioned. Roczen’s trying to become the first 
rider since KTM’s Grant Langston in 2003 to 
win a World title and an AMA national title 
joining Greg Albertyn (1999 450MX) and the 
immortal JMB (1991 250MX and 500MX) in 
that ring of honor. 


The series over here is far from over with 
sixteen motos left in each class but there has 
been some tiers set for each category that 
seem impenetrable. There’s five riders in each 
class that appear to have the right stuff to win 
races and as far as titles, with a combined 12 
moto wins in the sixteen that have been run in 
both classes, Roczen and Villopoto are better 
than even money to be standing at the top at 
summers end. 
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Dungey adjusts his Oakley Airbrake MX goggles. He 
needed clear sight to keep track of a distant Villopoto 
and knows a remedy must be sought to prevent a 
similar results pattern to the supercross campaign 












Technical trouble for James Stewart who is 
starting to enter the zone where people doubt his 
speed and capabilities, and a position from where 
^ the former multi champion loves to bite back 
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AMA HIGH POINT 


A popular podium result for Tyla Rattray who 
could be on the way back to Grand Prix racing and 
a first dip in the MX1 class in 2014. The High Point 
trophy was a reminder that the South African still 
has plenty to give when it comes to the Outodoors 



AMA MX PRO MOTOCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP 






































READY TO RACE 


»www.ktm.com 


READY FOR MY 

NEW ADVENTURE 




rif^ i 






Pack the limousine and head off on a relaxed trip. 

Accelerate the sports car dynamically out of the corners. 

Pilot the SUV along dirt tracks and across wild streams. 

For this you need three cars or just one motorcycle - the new 
KTM 1190 ADVENTURE! Fully specced with high-tech equipment 
for all your adventures-no matter where in the world! 


STANDARD EQUIPMENT: 


THE NEW KTM 1190 ADVENTURE! 


150 HP (110 KW)/230 KG INCL. 23 LITRES OF FUEL 

C-ABS/TRACTION CONTROL WITH 4 MODES + OFF 

15,000 KM SERVICE INTERVALS 

COMPREHENSIVE TECHNOLOGY AND 
SAFETY PACKAGES 


YOU CAN FIND ALL THE FEATURES AT 
WWW.KTM.COM 


MCtM_PDLUERPRRTS J(2#f PDIUERIJUERR 

KIM RiDE DRRNEE #fZ#f FiNRNCE 


AZ#f DRiEiflRL SPRRE PRRTS 


Do not imitate the riding scenes shown, wear protective clothing and observe the traffic regulations! The illustrated vehicles may vary in minor details from the series model and some show optional equipment at additional cost. Photos: R. Schedl, H. Mitterbauer 
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GENESIS OF A CHAMP... 

By Steve Matthes 


E ight motos down in the 450MX AMA nationals 
and seven moto wins for Monster Kawasaki’s 
Ryan Villopoto. It's been an amazing run to start 
the outdoor season as the 2013 supercross cham¬ 
pion looks to establish his dominance outside as 
well. And as good as he was in supercross with 
ten wins, he just might be better when the sun is 
out. 

We’ve really been robbed of seeing Villopoto 
race 450MX as injuries have conspired to keep 
him out of three out of the five chances he’s had 
to compete in the series. The one year that the 
three-time 250MX champion did enter the entire 
450MX series he won it in a close battle with 
then-Suzuki's Ryan Dungey. What’s funny is that 
when Villopoto first hit the scene it was actually 
thought that he was better outdoors than in. He 
only captured one 250SX title out of three chanc¬ 
es while he never lost a title outdoors. And then 
of course there was the demolishing of everyone 
at the MXDN at Budds Creek on a 250. Yes sir, it 
was once thought that Villopoto didn’t have the 
ideal style and patience to be that great indoors. I 
swear! 

Well, here we are with three straight 450SX titles 
and now it seems that Villopoto is on a mission to 
back up his championship streak (every time he 
has finished a campaign) to four years. You have 
to go back to the 2009 450 supercross season 
- his first - as the one full term where he was 
defeated. The 2013 outdoor series has been a 
Villopoto Show start to finish. He passed his rival 
Ryan Dungey this past weekend at High Point and 
went on to win the second moto in a soul-crush¬ 
ing (for Dungey) ride. The only moto that Villo¬ 
poto has lost is one in which he crashed twice... 
and he still got fourth on that occasion. 


It’s been a few years but there is a rider that I 
remember doing exactly what Villopoto is do¬ 
ing right now. To me, he is a carbon copy of 
Ricky Carmichael in that he rides a bit reckless, 
keeps the throttle pinned and when he gets into 
the front it’s then that he really puts the ham¬ 
mer down. There’s no following for Villopoto; he 
simply cannot stand to be behind someone. He 
presses on until he finds a way by. His pass on 
Dungey in the second moto this past weekend 
was a thing of beauty. I was in the mechanic's 
area for most of RC’s wins in both classes and I’m 
blown away by what Villlopoto is doing right now. 

“RV is on another level from 
the last time he raced in 
450MX, no doubt about it...” 

In talking to Ryan he credits the bike for the dif¬ 
ference. The 2011 Kawasaki was fine but once he 
and team-mate Jake Weimer got the 2012 frame 
on the bike, things really started clicking for 
both of them. For whatever reason the 2011 just 
wouldn’t stay calm and corner the way the riders 
liked. The 12 frame, with its aluminum composite 
made so that it was stiffer and softer in the right 
places was the key to unlocking the wins. And in 
2013, with the addition of Showa air forks and 
Showa shock, things really seem to be firing. 
Whether it’s bike or body or something, there’s no 
doubt that Villopoto is the best rider in America 
right now and truthfully, probably the world. He’s 
shaken off the comparisons to James Stewart, 
Dungey and Chad Reed and emerged as the ‘nu- 
mero uno’. No question about it. The only person 
that can stop him at the moment is himself and I 
don’t see that happening anytime soon. 
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KIDDING 

16 YEAR OLD ADAM CIANCIARULO, BILLED AS THE NEXT GREAT 
THING IN AMERICAN MOIOCROSS IS ON THE VERGE OF HIS 
PRO DEBUT. STEVE COX GATHERS SOME OPINIONS 


By Steve Cox, Photos by Simon Cudby 

































I t’s rare for a racer to come out of the ama¬ 
teurs with a list of accomplishments as long 
as those totaled-up by Adam Cianciarulo. It 
can set really high expectations, but competi¬ 
tion at the top is a whole different animal - 
longer motos, quicker rivals, and more faster 
guys than athletes ever have to think about at 
the amateur level. 

Unfortunately for Cianciarulo, he came down 
with a really bad case of salmonella poisoning 
just prior to his scheduled AMA Pro debut at 
Hangtown, and he has yet to hit the racetrack 
in anger. 

“He lost about eight pounds because of that,” 
Monster Energy/Pro Circuit Kawasaki’s Mitch 
Payton said. “He’s gained about half of that 
back now and we’re hoping he can put the rest 
of the weight back on and put in some real 
motos before Budds Creek.” 

As of now, Budds Creek - round five of the 
Lucas Oil/AMA Pro Motocross Championships 
- is Cianciarulo’s scheduled debut event, if 
everything else goes according to plan. There’s 
no reason to rush it at this point, as he’s not in 
any kind of championship chase, and if not for 
the fact that he hasn’t qualified to race Lo¬ 
retta Lyns, it’s possible that everyone would’ve 


agreed to have him just hold off until after that 
fixture to make his pro debut...which would 
have given him a chance to break the tie¬ 
breaker shares atop the Amateur National MX 
Championship record books. 

So, what should we expect from the new wun- 
derkind, considering his competition will have 
been putting in hard motos in race conditions 
for over a month by the time he will get out 
there? 

“I mean, I think he should be top 10...” says 
Cianciarulo’s trainer Aldon Baker (who also 
oversees Ryan Villopoto, Tyla Rattray Jake 
Weimer and Blake Baggett). “That’s where 
I would see him. Obviously, he needs to get 
experience. He’s got to know how the pace is 
in the beginning, off the start, and all of those 
things. I think if he just handles that then he’ll 
just get in that top 10. And that would be great. 
I mean, to learn from there, I think would be 
good because it’s even tougher starting half¬ 
way through the series. That’s why I was keen 
for him to start from Hangtown but unfortu¬ 
nately that couldn’t happen. You know, each 
week he gets better. That illness really ruined 
him. We’ll see, but if he can just get into top 10 
that would be really good to build on.” 
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Cianciarulo’s teammate and training partner 
Tyla Rattray figures maybe a little bit better 
than top 10, if things go well. “It’s always hard 
coming into a season halfway in,” veteran Rat¬ 
tray says. “It’s never easy. Those guys know 
he’s good, they know he’s a good starter but 
he’s never raced them. So, I think for him, if 
he can get into the top five, I think that will be 
good. You can’t expect the guy to go out there 
and win. I mean, it’s going to be his first pro 
race!” 

Payton figures it about the same way that 
Baker does, though. “I’d be happy if he had 
good speed and I would say, to be fair to him, 

I would say he should be in the top 10,” Payton 
says. “And anything higher than that is good. 
But for his first race, it would have been better 
if he would have started at Hangtown, where 
everybody was fresh, but now everybody will 
have 4 races under them and everybody’s got 
their feet. Everybody has a pecking order now, 
where they think they belong, and they all fight 
to keep where they’re at, so I’d say top 10 is 
realistic and fair.” 


And Cianciarulo’s most famous training part¬ 
ner, who came into his first full year of AMA 
Nationals in 2006 and ended up winning the 
title - and the next two that followed - Ryan 
Villopoto, had this to say: “Once he gets his 
feet wet and gets in there, my predictions com¬ 
ing in were - maybe after he has raced a cou¬ 
ple of rounds - that I think he has the potential 
to be up there inside the top five, for sure, and 
racing with the guys up front. It’s going to be 
obviously about learning for him. He’s got to 
learn a lot. But the speed and potential is all 
there.” 

So, who do you believe? The bosses or the fel¬ 
low racers? 

It sounds like we’re going to find out for sure at 
Budds Creek on June 22nd... 










TREY Cfl^HM^gYING TO MAKE 
DIFFERENCE AWAY FROM A THROT'Hj 


Words and Photos by Steve Co 


T eam Honda Muscle Milk’s Trey Canard is 
becoming a force in the motocross world. 
The thing is, it has almost nothing to do 
with his riding ability or racing results. Like 
Kevin Windham before him (and for different 
reasons), Canard is becoming a fan favorite 
because of who he is off the track. Recently, 
in his home state of Oklahoma, there have 
been a string of tornadoes that cost a lot of 
lives and caused billions of dollars in property 
damage, and Canard is working with Honda 
and the Red Cross to raise money for those 
people affected by the storms. It’s this sort of 
voluntary behavior that has endeared Canard 
to his fans. 







Isn’t it kind of weird to come from being just 
a fat little redheaded kid who liked racing his 
85cc motorcycles and now realize that you’re 
looked up to in the way that you are by most 
of the entire sport of motocross? 

It’s pretty weird, you know, because I still see 
myself as that fat, little redheaded kid that 
was racing an 80. [His mom Kari butts in to 
say that Canard “wasn’t that fat’’.] I was pretty 
fat. It’s weird to me when people come up to 
me and say really nice things, like that I’m an 
inspiration... 


And it’s not just about riding your dirt bike... 

Yeah, mostly it’s not. It’s people who are really 
encouraged by my faith and the way that I try 
and present that. It’s kind of surreal, you know, 
because I don’t see myself as that type of fig¬ 
ure, but I think in a way I’ve got to embrace it 
because I think that it’s a great opportunity to 
impact this world in a good way. 




TREY CANARD 


There’s pressure that comes with that, though, 
isn’t there? 

Yeah, but it’s enjoyable for me. There’s more 
good that comes from it. With the tornadoes 
and stuff, I feel that I have such a small, small 
hand in trying to do something. But I think 
that everyone has a hand in it, so I think the 
important thing is just to try and do your part 
and do your best with it. And it’s great to see 
our state just come together. I mean, it’s so 
encouraging. I know that there have been lives 
lost and things like that, but the tragedy has 
really brought people close together and really 
learn about what’s important. A lot of people 


ask why I live there and things like that, and... 
..I don’t know, but I think that it’s bigger than 
the tornadoes. It’s bigger than... 

It’s the community, is what you’re saying... 

Yes. It’s the community that’s amazing. I’ve 
seen it a lot with the [Oklahoma City] Thun¬ 
der [NBA basketball team]. The whole state 
just embraces them and I feel like, if you’re 
an Oklahoman, the community just embraces 
you with everything. And it’s cool for me, too, 
because I feel that, too, as an Oklahoman. That 
respect has been amazing. 






And when you’re at the races, you have to 
know what your job is, right? Your job is to 
race, and to win. But at the same time, with 
your history, it seems like you’ve had some 
pretty unique opportunities to be reminded 
what’s really important and what’s not. And in 
the grand scheme of things, racing isn’t. So, 
when tragedies happen that are close to you, 
does it sometimes make the racing part of 
your job more difficult? Or is it motivating? 

It’s difficult when you see stuff on the news 
and you’re here at the races. I was watching 
the news last night [the night before the Ten¬ 
nessee MX National, when multiple tornadoes 
touched down in Oklahoma yet again], and I 
was really worried about my family and my 
friends and everything like that. But it’s cool to 
be a part of that community and try to stand 
for them and give them something to be happy 
about. I know that not many people really like 
motocross out in Oklahoma, but I know there 
are a few who, if I do good on a weekend, it 
gives them that little bit of extra joy to pull 
them through a tough time. So, that’s cool. 

I mean, I think it’s a great opportunity and a 
huge blessing for me to have that support and 
that influence if it’s there, and I just do the 
best I can with it. 



TREY CANARD 





















The 2013 TT saw entrants from six continents 
and new participants from China, Romania 
and Brazil flocking to the small island 
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T he Isle of Man TT - a spectacle with 106 
years of history - has become this surreal 
week of extremity. Where motorcycle racers 
not necessarily talked about for the rest of the 
year suddenly become symbols of guts and 
glory and ultimate purveyors of adrenaline- 
chasers that live for the moment. 

After a tremendous film and illuminating liter¬ 
ary take on the TT in the last three years the 
Island is once more becoming an epicentre 
for motorcycling for one week of the fifty-two. 
Characters, coverage and new technology of 
capturing the racing (not to mention all those 
camera phones and social media channels 
spreading the noise and thrill of 131mph laps) 
have helped the TT reach fresh audiences. As 
the attention gathers momentum there are 
a few elements that do not change and the 
challenge of the near-37 mile (60km) course 
is barely different compared to over a century 
past. The winners also remain constant. 

Michael Dunlop might be the embodiment of 
‘devil-may-care’ but the name and legacy is so 
powerfully connected to the TT. The Irishman 
claimed four chequered flags with Superbike, 
Superstock and two Supersport events but was 
denied the chance to equal Ian Hutchinson’s 
2010 record (one of the highlights of ‘Closer 
to the Edge’) by 41 year old John McGuinness 
who consolidated his position as the Island’s 
second most decorated competitor with his 
twentieth success in the prestigious Senior. 

The Englishman is still six trophies behind the 
late Joey Dunlop. 
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In his fifth decade but still defiant of the dangers 
and demands of the TT John Me ended another 
week of speed with that distinctive smile 
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Destiny at the TT continues to defy Guy Martin. 
The Suzuki rider is hardly running out of time but 
must be wandering what he has to do to grasp that 
first elusive win with the likes of Brookes, Anstey, 
Donald and the Dunlops hanging around 
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A free weekend in the MotoGP calendar al¬ 
lowed the chance for Alpinestars to bring 
together two of the sport’s most immediate 
names for a curious meeting. The Maxxess 
Megastore in Bordeaux, France was the setting 
for a large fan attendance and much fuss as 
Freddie Spencer - 500cc world champion in 
1983 and 1985 (also winning the 250cc crown 
that year) - was in Europe to make acquaint¬ 
ance with the man who had removed his 31 
year old record of being the youngest premier 
class Grand Prix winner, Marc Marquez. 
“Hopefully, Marc may hold the record as long 
as I did,” said Spencer, who like Marquez 


forged his achievement as a twenty year old 
on a Honda (this time the NS500) at Spa 
Frncorchamps, Belgium in 1982. “For Marc to 
come along now and to perform like he has is 
great. Great to see, great for the sport!” Mar¬ 
quez knocked Spencer’s distinction down a 
place in the history books with his success at 
Austin, Texas in April. “I saw many videos and 
from what people explained to me, Freddie was 
always more or less like me, always pushing, 
never was enough,” he said. ’’When you see he 
competed in two World Championships on a 
Sunday...now this I cannot imagine.” 

















YOU CAN FIND ALL THE FEATURES AT 
WWW.KTM.COM 


150 HP (110 KW)/230 KG INCL. 23 LITRES OF FUEL 

C-ABS/TRACTION CONTROL WITH 4 MODES + OFF 

15,000 KM SERVICE INTERVALS 

COMPREHENSIVE TECHNOLOGY AND 
SAFETY PACKAGES 
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MUtfiNRNCE 


Pack the limousine and head off on a relaxed trip. 

Accelerate the sports car dynamically out of the corners. 

Pilot the SUV along dirt tracks and across wild streams. 

For this you need three cars or just one motorcycle - the new 
KTM 1190 ADVENTURE! Fully specced with high-tech equipment 
for all your adventures-no matter where in the world! 

STANDARD EQUIPMENT: THE NEW 


KTM 


1190 ADVENTURE | 
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IMPERIAL PLAN 

By Matthew Roberts 


M ax Biaggi? Max... Biaggi? Like most Mo- 
toGP fans, that was the question I found 
myself asking last week when Ducati invited 
the Roman Emperor to dust off his leathers and 
turn some laps on Ben Spies’ Desmosedici in a 
rain-hit two-day test at Mugello last week. 

After interviewing new Ducati Corse General 
Manager Bernhard Gobmeier at length at the 
Italian Grand Prix a few days earlier I felt pretty 
convinced that the Italian factory had finally im¬ 
plemented a considered, long-term approach to 
solving the genetic problems of the most mysti¬ 
fying bike on the grid. 

Gobmeier told me that he was introducing a 
more holistic approach to Ducati Corse, focus¬ 
ing on the strengths of the individuals and re¬ 
lieving them of the pressure that they have felt 
under the presence and demands of Valentino 
Rossi over the past two seasons. 

He also assured us that Ducati are working to¬ 
wards building a completely new bike that they 
hope will challenge for wins in 2014 and make 
them championship contenders once again in 
2015. The new lab bike, which was ridden im¬ 
pressively by test rider Michele Pirro to seventh 
place in the Mugello race, is merely experi¬ 
mental, with more scope for adjustments than 
the current race version and therefore capable 
of providing a wider range of data. Essentially, 
they have finally accepted that their current de¬ 
sign is doomed to failure and a radical redesign 
is required. 

Which brings me back to my original question: 
Max Biaggi? According to the Pramac Racing 
Team press release the Italian ‘mainly tried 
to reacquaint himself with the power and the 
differences in the latest generation of MotoGP 


bikes, with carbon brakes, tyres and the latest 
electronic package innovations, without search¬ 
ing for quick lap times.’ 

So in other words they put a retired rider, who 
has not ridden a race bike for eight months and 
not touched a MotoGP bike for nine years, on 
a machine they know essentially does not work 
and on tyres he has never tried before. The fact 
it rained on both days of the test merely com¬ 
pounded the futility of this exercise. 

“I found it hard to imagine 
how Ducati would have 
sanctioned the Biaggi test...” 

After listening to Gobmeier speak so eloquently 
and logically about Ducati’s issues, I find it hard 
to imagine that he would have sanctioned this 
test. However, according to Francesco Batta - 
owner of Team Ducati Alstare in WSBK - he did: 
“I nearly fell out with Gobmeier,” he told Italia 1 
at Portimao at the weekend. “I don’t understand 
what this week’s test was useful for. I some¬ 
times find it hard to understand Ducati’s strate¬ 
gies.” Batta added that he had been working on 
a marketing project for Ducati involving Biaggi 
and was hoping to have him test the Panigale in 
the near future. 

With Andrea lannone also having tested the lab 
bike at Mugello, alongside regular test riders 
Pirro and Franco Battaini - the factory’s third 
private test in as many months - it is clear that 
Ducati are working hard. But with seemingly 
scattergun decisions like the Biaggi test, the 
worry for the faithful Ducatisti is whether there 
is a strategy at all. 
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2013 Monster Energy MotoGP girls 
By Milagro 
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